vi                                       Preface

with the progress of research on these problems, attempts
to give, in the simplest terms of which he is capable, an
outline of the fundamental discoveries and theories that
now permit us a general view of the evolution of our
world. Many of the views touched on in this work have
been so recently arrived at that they have never before been
discussed in popular literature.

Though the author cannot conclude this preface with
the customary statement that "all the characters appearing
herein are purely imaginary and have no connexion with
any living person/' it is perhaps best that he warn the
reader against giving too great credence to such minutiue
in the following pages as the untidiness of Democritus's
beard, the rainy weather in Princeton at the time of the
construction of the Russell diagram, and the relationship
between Dr. Hans Bethe's famous appetite and his rapid
solution of the problem of solar reaction.

The author considers it his pleasant duty to express his
gratitude to his friend Dr, Desmond H. Kuper for reading
the manuscript and for giving much valuable advice on
the translation of ergs into calories and on other similar
questions.
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